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How to Cook Fish 
By Olive Green, pseudonym for Myrtle Reed (1874-1911) 

Olive Green is the pseudonym for the prolific late 19th Century/early 20th Century author, Myrtle 
Reed. She wrote over thirty-three books and hundreds of magazine articles and pamphlets during 
her short lifetime. Ms. Reed was best known for writing romance novels that often included themes 
of everlasting and unrequited love, ironic revenge, mystery, and the occult. Her best known book is 
Lavender and Old Lace, which later became the basis for Arsenic and Old Lace. 

Ms. Reed used the name Olive Green to write books and articles about domestic homemaking and 
cooking. Her cookbooks include How to Cook Fish, What to Have for Breakfast, and One Thousand 
Simple Soups. Myrtle Reed committed suicide in 1911 just after the publishing of her last novel, A 
Weaver of Dreams. 

Her collection of stories about women who led important and independent lives, The Spinster Book, 
is also available for listening on Librivox.  (Summary by Mary aka Breadchick) 

Read by Denny Sayers, Carol Goode, Robin Cotter, schoshi, Laurie Ann Walden, Gesine, Hugh 
McGuire, Sean McKinley, Mochan42, Lee Ann Howlett, Matthew Royal, David Barnes, Fracture, 
Matthew Walton, Mary aka Breadchick, Luigina, Craig Cooksey, Lucy Borgoyne, & Andy Minter. Total 
running time: 10:02:39. 

 
 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For 
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. Cover picture by Richard Peter/Deutsche Fotothek (1950-
1977) (http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fotothek_df_ps_0005752_Arbeitende_%5E_Fischereiwesen_%5 
E_Fischerei_%5E_Fischfang.jpg). Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain. 
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